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Introduction

• Cocoa production in West Africa is one of the main economic sources;

• Shade provided by shade trees is known to influence the incidence of

disease and pests and the overall productivity in cocoa trees;

• Despite recent advances, there is still much to learn about the relationship

between shade trees and cocoa;

• This MSc research project aims to observe the link between different shade

levels and the incidence of disease/pests and productivity of the cocoa trees,

in a community in Western Ghana.

Materials and Methods (cont.)

• Between weeks 2 and 3 of the disease assessment the trees were

harvested and the number of cocoa pods harvested per tree was counted.

The viable pods were also differentiated among the total number of

harvested pods;

• An additional survey was done with the owners of the farms in question.

• The questions were divided into 5 categories:

Section 1: Land use

Section 2: Management practices

Section 3: Disease and pest management

Section 4: Shade trees

Section 5: Income and cocoa yield

Results and Discussion
In process
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Fig. 2 - Illustration of crown spread measurements
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